AMATE
LARCHITETTURA

lectures to unfold the architectural discipline
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On April 13, 1945, the last pombs of the Anglo American army fell on
Milan. On the July 15th, the publisher house EDIT printed Gion Ponti’s

I RACE “|'Architettura & un cristallo”: revised and expanded, the small book
was publishes in 1957 by vitaly&Ghianda as the best know “Amate
1’ Architettura” ( later in the American translation "In praise of

architecture"”).
format and content, can be

about
“L’architettura & un cristallo”, despite his
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Amate 1 AI'Chltettu ra considered as a “war book”, part of a series of small, budget
publications written in “the furor of events themselves” . The
e to the anxiety of

these publications was du
d times of war and postwar scenario, in the
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Serglo Pace vital reaction.

In the late 58's , Amate 1'Architettura became the manifesto of the
transformation that had taken place , as witnessed by the tormented
process iting, i i rily in the effort by Ponti of
giving an account O iti i decade of reconstruction :his
theory of the “diamond” ( or Crystal) as the basic form of architecture
was going to be the leading line of his future activity along the
following decades, while serving at same time as an indication on how to
develop the principles of a social architecture out of the shallows of
the declined rationalist theory.
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